October 26, 2007
Governor

Address

City, State Zip

Dear Governor XXX:

All of us are seeing better these days – and looking better at the same time.  In part, this is due to the technological advances being made in the science of vision correction.  But much of the credit must go to the dedicated and expert work being done by dispensing opticians and contact lens technicians.  STATE’s citizens are well served by hundreds of opticians – the eyewear experts who fill prescriptions written by eye doctors.

Americans spend more than $28 billion annually on vision products and services.  More than 60 percent of all Americans need vision correction (the percentage rises to 98 percent of those over the age of 65).  Dispensing opticians have always been an important part of the small business community and play a vital role in serving the better vision needs of everyone, assuring that eyewear to suit every need, taste and budget is readily available.

The STATE SOCIETY NAME and the Opticians Association of America have designated January 2008 as National Opticians Month to encourage everyone to protect their vision health by having regular eye examinations.  During January, opticians and eyewear consumers will be celebrating their options for better vision.  

STATE PRESIDENT, ADDRESS, president of the STATE SOCIETY NAME, joins me in requesting that you issue a formal proclamation declaring that January 2008 is Opticians Month in STATE.  Enclosed is a suggested draft of such a proclamation, along with a fact sheet concerning the role of dispensing opticians.  

Founded in 1926 as the Guild of Prescription Opticians of America, OAA represents the business, educational, professional, legislative and regulatory interests of the nation’s retail optical firm owners, dispensing opticians and contact lens technicians.

Sincerely,

Thomas Hicks, HFOAA

President
