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[OPTICAL STORE/PRACTICE] Opticians Highlight Vital Role in Eye Health during Opticians Month in Ohio

[CITY, STATE] – Opticians at [OPTICAL STORE/PRACTICE] will use the occasion of Opticians Month in Ohio, as declared by Governor Ted Strickland, to underscore the vital role they play in patient eye care. 

“Many consumers are not aware of the vital role opticians play in eye health,” said [SPOKESPERSON NAME, TITLE].  “Opticians Month in Ohio is a great way to educate the public about how opticians can help them get the most benefit from their eyewear both for their health and lifestyle.”

Opticians are licensed eye care professionals who specialize in the design, fitting and dispensing of eyeglasses, contact lenses and low vision aids. An optician will consult with a patient to design an ophthalmic lens to best meet his or her needs.  Opticians work in a variety of settings such as optometric or ophthalmic practices, hospitals, eye-care centers or retail stores.

As part of Opticians Month in Ohio, [OPTICIAL STORE/PRACTICE] invites consumers to visit for a complimentary evaluation of their eyewear by an optician to ensure their eyes are protected.  The start of summer is an excellent time for consumers to evaluate their sunglasses whether they are prescription or non-corrective lenses.  Ultraviolet (UV) rays are well known for their damaging effects on the skin, but prolonged exposure to UV rays can cause “sunburns” to the eye, also known as photokeratitis, resulting in temporary vision loss for one to two days.  Additionally, the presence of pterygium, a growth tissue that forms on the white of the eye has a direct correlation to the amount of an individual’s UV exposure.  UV damage is cumulative and has been linked to cataracts and macular degeneration later in life. 

Opticians in Ohio are licensed through the Ohio Optical Dispensers Board and must complete either an associate’s degree program in opticianry or serve as a registered apprentice for at least two years.  For opticians with a license to dispense eyeglasses, four hours of approved continuing education are required annually.  For opticians dispensing contact lenses or having a dual license, they are required to have eight or 12 hours of continuing education respectively. 
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